Into the Wild Study Questions
NOTE: Read the italicized blurbs before each chapter.

Author’s Note

1. What is the date when the story opens?

2. To where did the young man hitchhike?

3. What do moose hunters discover 4 months later?

4. For what magazine does Krakauer report the story of the boy’s death?

5. What is the boy’s name?

6. Where did the boy grow up?

7. What had the boy excelled in?

8. What college did the boy attend and when did he graduate?

9. What did McCandless do when he “dropped out of sight”?

10. What did McCandless wander across North America in search of?

11. When did Krakauer’s article appear in Outside?

12. What did Krakauer spend a year doing?

13. What other subjects did Krakauer reflect on?

14. What warning does Krakauer give the reader?

15. Whose writing captivated McCandless?

16. What did McCandless admire about this writer?

17. How many weeks did McCandless’s ordeal last?

18. What were the divergent viewpoints regarding the Outside article?

19. What will Krakauer leave the reader to form?

Chapter 1: THE ALASKA INTERIOR

1. Who picks up the hitchhiker?

2. What is the hitchhiker’s name at this point?

3. What object draws the attention of the driver?

4. Where does the hitchhiker say he is from?  What does the hitchhiker look like?

5. Where does Alex want to go?

6. What does Gallien notice about Alex’s backpack?

7. What does Gallien state about outsiders’ views of Alaska?

8. What was the only food Alex admitted to carry in his backpack?

9. What was the only navigational aid Alex possessed?

10. Where does Alex intend to go?

11. What did Gallien try to do?

12. What, according to Gallien, did Alex have an answer for?

13. What did Gallien offer? 

14. Who knew of Alex’s plans to head west?

15. When was the last time Alex spoke to his family?

16. What did Alex insist on giving Gallien?

17. What was Alex going to do if Gallien did not take his offer?

18. What did Alex ask Gallien to take a photo of?

19. What is the date at the time?

20. What did Gallien consider doing after he left Alex?

Chapter 2: THE STAMPEDE TRAIL
1. Identify the following literary device: “On the northern margin of the Alaska Range, just before the hulking ramparts of Mt. McKinley and its satellites surrender to the low Kantisha plain, a series of lesser ridges, known as the Outer Range sprawls across the flats like a rumpled blanket on an unmade bed.”

2. What route did McCandless follow into the wilderness?

3. What did Yutan Construction purchase to house construction workers while the road was going in?

4. Where was the third bus left?

5. What state is the road in three decades later?

6. What was the old machine once a part of?
7. What isn’t unsual concerning the bus?

8. How many people visited the bus in September 1992?  When did they visit it?

9. What are the names of the individuals that set out for the bus?

10. What is the name of the river that the Stampede Trail crosses?

11. When they finally arrived at the bus, who does Thompson claim they see?
12. What did these people notice?

13. What is taped to the door?

14. Who decided to take a look inside the bus?

15. What did this person see inside?

16. How long had Chris McCandless been dead at this point?

17. What did the person who looked inside the bus decide?
18. Who did Killian state should remove the body?

19. What did troopers take away with McCandless’s remains?

20. Why was it impossible to determine when McCandless died?
21. What did not remain on the body?

22. How much did McCandless weigh at the time of the autopsy?

23. Why did the authorities not know who he was?

Chapter 3: CARTHAGE

1. Characterized Carthage, South Dakota?
2. When the chapter opens, who is the man remembering McCandless?

3. Identify the following literary device: “Tendrils of cigarette smoke rise from clumps of farmers in overalls and dusty feed caps, their tired faces as grimy as coal miners’.”

4. How long has it been since McCandless’s body turned up in Alaska?

5. What does Westerberg recall Alex telling?
6. What is Westerberg’s profession?
7. When did Westerberg pick up Alex?

8. What made Westerberg want to take the kid under his wing?

9. Why hadn’t Alex eaten?

10. Where does McCandless tell Westerberg he is headed at this point?

11. How long did McCandless stay with Westerberg?

12. Where did Westerberg give McCandless employment?

13. Identify the following literary term: “And he never quit in the middle of something.  If he started a job, he’d finish it.  It was almost like a moral thing for him.  He was what you’d call extremely ethical.  He set pretty high standards for himself.”
14. What did Westerberg discover about Alex at one point? 

15. What did Westerberg never ask about?

16. Who did Westerberg find a surrogate family in?

17. What did McCandless like about Carthage?

18. Why is Westerberg a “Renaissance man”?

19. What was Westerberg’s scheme?

20. Why did McCandless leave town on Oct. 23rd?

21. What did McCandless give Westerberg before he left town?

22. Who did McCandless tell Westerberg to listen to?

23. Where did McCandless have all his mail forwarded to?

24. Where was McCandless born and raised?

25. What was his father Walt’s profession?

26. Who was Walt’s business partner?

27. Who are McCandless’s siblings?

28. What publication was McCandless and editor of at Emory?

29. What was his major and GPA?

30. Why did he not accept membership in Phi Beta Kappa?

31. To what organization did McCandless donate the remaining money from his college fund?

32. Why is the answer to #32 ironic?

33. Why was Billie McCandless surprised by Chris’s Mother’s Day gift?

34. What did Billie and Walt offer to buy Chris?

35. What was Chris’s means of transportation on extended road trips?

36. What are the exact words Chris tells his parents about where he will spend his upcoming summer?
37. At the end of June, what did Chris mail his parents?

38. Why is this communication significant?

39. Why did Billie and Walt have no way to reach Chris at his Atlanta apartment?

40. How long had Chris been gone by the time his parents arrived in Atlanta?

41. Identify the following literary device: “The trip was to be an odyssey in the fullest sense of the word, an epic journey that would change everything.”

42. What was Chris “emancipated from” upon his college graduation?  

43. What symbolized his new life?

Chapter 4: DETRITAL WASH

1. What did the rangers find beneath the yellow tarp?
2. List three things they found inside the object.

3. Five days later, what did another ranger do?

4. Identify the following literary term: “Said the thing ran like a champ.”

5. Identify the following literary term: “After piloting it west out of Atlanta, he’d arrived in Lake Mead National Recreation Area on July 6, riding a giddy Emersonian high.”

6. Identify the following literary term: “During the summer months, however, superheated air rises from the scorched earth like bubbles from the bottom of a boiling kettle, rushing heavenward in turbulent convection currents.”
7. Why was there no where to move the vehicle?

8. What happened to the vehicle’s battery?

9. Identify the following rhetorical device: “If he went to the rangers, however, they would have some irksome questions for him: Why had he ignored posted regulations and driven down the wash in the first place?  Was he aware that the vehicle’s registration had expired two years before and had not been renewed?  Did he know that his driver’s license had also expired, and the vehicle was uninsured as well?”

10. Who did McCanless state he was a follower of?

11. What did McCandless decide to do?

12. What did McCandless do that he felt Thoreau and Tolstoy would take pride in?

13. How did McCandless document his events?

14. Who did he later leave this artifact with?

15. What did he set out to do on July 10th?

16. What was difficult about this endeavor?

17. Where did McCandless travel for the next two months?

18. Who did Chris accept a ride from next?  

19. Where did Chris work for the next eleven days?

20. What book does Jan Burres notice Chris referencing?
21. What does Chris use the book to do?

22. What did Alex send Jan Burres and her boyfriend Bob for the next two years?

23. What was Chris ticketed for?
24. What was his “lapse”?

25. Who assured Walt he would find Chris?

26. When did info turn up about Chris?

27. Identify the following literary term: “As Kalitka was trying to pick up Chris’s scent in California, McCandless was already far away, hitching east across the Cascade Range, across the sagebrush uplands and lava beds of the Columbia River basin, across the Idaho panhandle, into Montana.”

28. What did Chris purchase on a whim in Topock, Arizona?
29. What did he do with this purchase?

30. Identify the following literary term: “The desert sharpened the sweet ache of his longing, amplified it, gave shape to it in sere geology and clean slant of light.”

31. Where did McCandless lose his way on the canoe?

32. What did McCandless eventually do with the canoe?

33. When had he last spoke to another person?

34. What had Chris been surviving off of?

35. Who caught Chris on his way back to the United States?

36. What did Chris do with his money when he entered and left a city?

37. Why did Chris feel uncomfortable in Los Angeles?

38. Where does Chris travel to at the end of Chapter 4?
Chapter 5: BULLHEAD CITY

1. Why do we not know a lot about what McCandless did after departing from Las Vegas?
2. Where is Bullhead City?  Additionally, list some characteristics about the town?

3. What was ironic about Chris’s liking of Bullhead City?

4. Where did he work at this point?

5. What was his transportation to work?

6. What name did Chris give when he applied for the job? (aka another lapse in cover)

7. What do his coworkers remember about him?

8. How does the assistant manager describe Chris?

9. What was the clash between Zarza and McCandless?
10. What did McCandless try to disguise to coworkers?

11. Where did McCandless stay for about a month?

12. According to Charlie, what author’s books did Chris read?

13. Who does Chris meet up with again?

14. What is “The Slabs”?  What kind of people venture there?

15. What did Chris oversee for Jan at the flea market?

16. What did Chris, according to Jan, try to convince every passerby to read?

17. Who does Chris fall in love with during his week-long visit?

18. What talent did Alex exhibit to entertain everyone at the swap meet?
19. What does Jan finally convince Alex to take?

20. What did Jan discover Alex left behind?

Chapter 6: ANZA-BORREGO

1. Who requested the January 1993 issue of Outside?
2. How old is this person?  When did he meet Chris?

3. Where does Alex tell Franz his camp is?

4. How does Krakauer describe Alex’s camp?  About how many people lived there?

5. Where was Alex really camping?

6. What happened to Franz’s family?

7. What does Franz start doing?

8. What did Franz think Alex did not have?  What literary device does this represent?
9. What did McCandless urge Franz to do?
10. What was Alex’s first leather project?

11. Where did Alex ask Franz to take him?
12. Who else does Alex send postcards to besides Franz?

13. Identify the following literary term: “When I heard his voice, it was like sunshine after a month of rain.”

14. What happened to Alex in Colton, California?

15. What request of Franz’s was Alex uncomfortable with?

16. What advice of Alex’s did Franz follow?

17. How did Franz’ learn about Alex’s death?
18. What believes did Franz change?

Chapter 7: CARTHAGE

1. Where did Alex stay until April 15th?
2. What was Alex not endowed with?
3. Who did Westerberg indroduce Alex to?

4. What did the answer to #3 say about Alex’s persona?

5. What activity was Alex good at?  What did he often make when he did this activity?

6. What did Alex talk about?

7. Who was it obvious Alex did not get along with?

8. What did Chris tell Carine he was going to do after graduation?

9. What did Westerberg and company say Alex never discussed?

10. What did Alex remain?
11. Identify the following literary device: “as chaste as a monk.”

12. Name the book in which Alex circled a quote on chasity.

13. What impression did Westerberg get regarding Alex’s Alaska excursion?

14. What did Westerberg offer to buy Alex so he could stay and work longer?

15. Identify the following literary term: “He was hungry to learn about things.”

16. What talent did Alex impress the people of Carthage with on his last night in town?
17. What day is Alex leave town?

18. How much money did he have?  Where was he keeping it?

19. What did he leave with Westerberg for safe keeping?  What did he give Westerberg?

20. What emotion does Alex express when he leaves?

21. What did Alex send Westerberg and Jan  Burres and Bob?
22. Identify the following literary term: “If this adventure proves fatal and you don’t ever hear from me again, I want you to know you’re a great man.  I now walk into the wild.”

Chapter 8: ALASKA

1. What did people think about Alex when he turned up dead in Alaska?

2. What did the article in Outside generate? What did people say about Alex and Krakauer?

3. On pages 72-73, what is Krakauer discussing?  Why is this significant to the storyline?
4. Who is Rosellini?

5. Who is Waterman?

6. Who is McCunn?

7. How does this chapter drive Krakauer’s purpose?

Chapter 9: DAVIS GULCH

1. Describe Davis Gulch.  (Location and notable facts.)
2. Who is Everett Ruess?  How does he parallel Chris McCandless?

3. What quote to Westerberg makes McCandless echo the thoughts of Ruess?

4. What was Ruess, like McCandless, “undeterred” by?

5. What did Ruess do with his name when embarking on his journey?

6. When does Ken Sleight, the investigator, believe Ruess died?

7. What is thought to have happened to Ruess?

8. How does this chapter drive Krakauer’s purpose?

Chapter 10: FAIRBANKS

1. How did Jim Gallien react when he saw the headline regarding McCandless?
2. Who did Gallien call after reading the article?

3. What evidence helped Gallien solidify Alex’s identity to troopers?

4. How did Westerberg find out about Alex’s death?

5. What was being published about Alex in newspapers across the country?

6. What identifying piece of information does Westerberg have that helps authorities?

7. Who is Sam?

8. What did the officer at the Fairfax County Police Department show Sam?

9. What were Sam’s observations about the answer to #8?

10. Where did Sam and his wife go?

11. Identify the following rhetorical device: “How do you tell someone that their child is dead?

Chapter 11: CHESAPEAKE BEACH

1. Identify the following rhetorical devices: “How is it that a kid with so much compassion could cause his parents so much pain?”
2. What is Walt’s field?
3. What pioneering launch was Walt a project manager for?

4. How do colleagues refer to Walt?

5. How did his son’s disappearance affect Walt’s persona?

6. List two instances that illustrate “Chris marches to a different drummer” as a child.

7. What is one reason Carine thinks she and Chris were so close?

8. What family member does Walt state Chris is like?

9. Who was “charmed” by Chris?  

10. What activity did Chris and Walt share when Chris was growing up?

11. What made Chris standout in his physics class?

12. What instruments did Chris play?

13. What sport was Chris’s “athletic calling”?

14. Define Chris’s workout “Road Warriors.”

15. How did Chris view running?
16. What would Chris do on weekends in high school?

17. Who did Chris bring home?

18. What were Chris’s thoughts on careers?

19. What were Chris’s thoughts on wealth?

Chapter 12: ANNANDALE

1. According to Carine, what did Chris tell Walt at Chris’s high school graduation party?

2. Where does Chris go after his high school graduation?

3. When did Chris appear back home?

4. Identify the following literary term: “He looked like those paintings of Jesus on the cross.”

5. Where did Chris get lost near the end of his trip?  What nearly happened to him?

6. What publication did Chris begin writing for at Emory?

7. What summer job did Chris take in college?

8. What secret is responsible for Chris’s deteriorating relationship with his parents?

9. What according to Chris, made his “entire childhood seem like a fiction”?

10. What did Chris do when Emory classes ended in the spring of 1989?

11. After graduation, what foundation did Chris donate his money to?

12. How does Billie McCandless feel about Chris’s disappearance?
Chapter 13: VIRGINIA BEACH

1. What does Carine say she and her parents cannot help wondering about Chris?

2. List two things that make Chris and Carine different in personality.

3. What was the relationship like between Chris and Carine?

4. How does Carine respond when her husband gives word of Chris’s death?

5. To where do Carine and Sam travel?

Chapter 14: THE STIKINE ICE CAP

1. What is Krakauer “not so sure” of?
2. What is Krakauer’s “suspicion” about Chris’s death?  What validates this?

3. How does Krakauer say he is like McCandless?

4. What did Krakauer pursue?
5. What mountain does Krakauer climb?

6. What does Krakauer say his reasoning was “inflamed” by?

7. What does Krakauer tell his boss?  How does this parallel McCandless?

8. Where is Devil’s Thumb?
9. List three parallels between McCandless and Krakauer.

Chapter 15: THE STIKINE ICE CAP

1. List three things in this chapter that either a) illustrate parallels between McCandless and Krakauer’s lives; or b) illustrate how Krakauer “danced to the beat of a different drummer.”
Chapter 16: THE ALASKA INTERIOR

1. What is difficult on the Alaskan Highway?

2. What “most popular way-stop” did Chris pause to soak in the soothing waters?

3. Why can’t Chris hitchhike with Stuckey?

4. What does Stuckey agree to in Whitehorse?

5. What did Chris purchase in the Fairbanks grocery store?

6. Where does Stuckey drop McCandless off?
7. How long did Chris stay in Fairbanks?

8. What scholarly guide did Chris come across?

9. What did McCandless use the classified ads to buy?

10. What method of transportation did Chris use when he left Fairbanks?

11. What road was 50 miles from his camp? Why is it significant?

12. Who picks up the wandering McCandless?

13. What food did Gallien give McCandless?

14. What was the heaviest portion of Chris’s backpack?

15. What did Chris begin writing his journal in?

16. What did Chris stumble upon beside the Sushana River?

17. What did Chris have difficulty doing in the wild?

18. When he became more successful with the answer to #17, what did he eat?

19. How far was the bus from civilization?

20. How long total did Chris spend in the wild?

21. What had Chris always been ambivalent about?

22. What did Chris read shortly after the moose incident?

23. Where did Chris seem ready to go after two months in the wild?

24. What looked “impossible” and had Chris “Lonely, scared”?
Chapter 17: THE STAMPEDE TRAIL

1. What did McCandless not attempt to cross?
2. What does Krakauer want to visit?

3. Who does Krakauer travel with?

4. What important guiding tool did Chris get rid of?

5. What is the number of the bus?

6. List some descriptions that define the bus as noted at the bottom of pg. 176 to the top of 177.

7. What was the “moose” truly identified as?  What did this illustrate about Chris’s survival skills?

8. What is inside the bus according to Krakauer?

9. On pg. 183, why does Chris go into the wilderness, according to Krakauer?

10. What did McCandless demand much of?

Chapter 18: THE STAMPEDE TRAIL

1. What was the last book McCandless read?

2. What does Krakauer in his Outside article killed McCandless?

3. What was known about the plant that poisoned him?
4. What’s the significance of August 5th?

5. What is swainsonine?

6. What does Chris’s S.O.S. note state?

7. When did Chris probably die?

EPILOGUE

1. Who is the first to enter the bus?

2. What does Walt install?

