Native American Creation Myth Writing Assignment 

After reading the Native American creation myths, you are now required to write an original one. Considering the stylistic and narrative features of Native Myths, create a brief origin story that has an animal as the protagonist. The myth should answer a question about the natural world. 

Below is a list of the stylistic and narrative features of a myth that you should consider in creating yours:

Characters

· Characters are very few animated, inanimate, or personified gods, personified animals, or humans with super or god like traits.

· The gods or superheroes can take the form of human, but are typically immortal with super natural powers.

Setting

· Place is culturally relevant

· Time is past realistic time

Plot

· The plot will most likely include plenty of action, suspense, and basic conflict.

· May offer explanations about the beginnings of the world or natural phenomenon.

· May also focus on difficult tasks or obstacles to be overcome.

· Plot deals with relationships between humans and gods/ superheroes, or gods/ superheroes and gods/ superheroes, the way people accept or fulfill their destiny, and human's struggle with god and evil forces both within themselves and outside themselves.

· Others plots tell how the world began, how people were made, how seasons change, animals have certain characteristics, how the moon, sun, and earth interact…

Theme

· Explains natural phenomena, origins of life, human behavior, social phenomena, religious customs, human strengths, weaknesses or lessons for life.

Style

· Reflects culture's customs, values, and beliefs.

· Reflection of human strengths, frailties, weaknesses, or imperfections.

· Usually includes supernatural beings or events.

· Believe main character can survive all obstacles to achieve goal.

Point of View

· Often third person limited or omniscient narrative.

Other Requirements:

· The myth is due:





· Be creative and thorough with your story. 
· The myth should have a clear plot sequence (a beginning, middle, and end), and it should use dialogue as necessary.

· Required length = Maximum 750 words. 
MYTH IDEAS – Use the suggestions below or come up with another idea if you have one, but it must still fulfill the requirements.
Animals:
Eagle 

Buffalo

Mouse

Crow

Deer

Beaver

Fish

Coyote

Monkey

Giraffe

Turkey

Dog

Cat

Iguana

Mosquito

Ferret

Seal

Whale

Snake

Ostrich

Cow

Rabbit

Pig

Horse

Leopard

Lion

Duck

Skunk

Squirrel

Shark

Natural Occurrence:

1. Why does the sun rise?

2. What is the moon?

3. What is the cause of thunder?

4. What is the cause of lightning?

5. What causes rain?

6. What causes snow?

7. Why do leaves change their color in the fall?

8. What causes the wind to blow?

9. How are tornadoes made?

10. What causes volcanoes to erupt?

11. What causes the night?

12. Why is it hot in summer?

13. How were the stars made?

14. What made the ocean?

15. What made the mountains?

16. Why do birds sing?

17. Why do humans walk upright?

18. How did humans learn to talk?

19. What made humans?

20. How did the oceans get so deep?

21. What causes droughts?

22. Why does corn stalks grow so tall?

23. Why is snow cold?

24. Where did plants come from?

25. How did humans learn how to fish?

26. How did humans learn to farm?

27. How are clouds made?

28. How is fog made?

29. What causes earthquakes?

30. What causes floods?

. 
